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Rule Change Request Document

	Name:
	Warwick Slade
	 
	Country:
	Australia


Type of Change

	Clarify understanding of existing rule
	
	Major change to existing rule
	

	Minor enhancement
	X
	Major new concept
	

	Minor change to existing rule
	
	
	


Effective Date

	Immediate
	X
	Next calendar year
	


	Summary of Change Requested:

	With the 2025 change to toolbox some riders are picking up the toolbox in one hand and then placing the tool in the box in the other. The releasing of both reins is dangerous especially as they are heading towards other horses on the start line.
This was not the intention of the 2025 rule change.


	Current Rule Book Wording:

	Ind

The rider rides to the bin and places the tool box on it, rides to the changeover end, dismounts and picks up a hammer, remounts and rides to drop the hammer in the tool box, returns to the changeover end, dismounts and picks up the second hammer; remounts and rides to drop the hammer in the tool box; picks up the toolbox and carries it over the Start/Finish line. The last hammer must be supported only by the toolbox when the rider crosses the finish line and not in the rider’s hand.
Pairs

Rider 2 rides to the changeover end, dismounts and picks up a hammer; remounts and rides to drop the hammer in the tool box; picks up the toolbox and carries it over the Start/Finish line. The last hammer must be supported only by the toolbox when the rider crosses the finish line and not in the rider’s hand.
Teams

Rider 4 rides to the changeover end, dismounts and picks up a hammer, remounts and rides to drop the hammer in the tool box, picks up the toolbox and carries it over the Start/Finish line. The last hammer must be supported only by the toolbox when the rider crosses the finish line and not in the rider’s hand.


	Suggested New Rule Book Wording:

	Ind

The rider rides to the bin and places the tool box on it, rides to the changeover end, dismounts and picks up a hammer, remounts and rides to drop the hammer in the tool box, returns to the changeover end, dismounts and picks up the second hammer; and remount. They drop the hammer in the tool box and then pick up the toolbox and carry it over the Start/Finish line. The last hammer must be supported only by the toolbox when the rider crosses the finish line and not in the rider’s hand.
Pairs

Rider 2 rides to the changeover end, dismounts and picks up a hammer and remounts. They drop the hammer in the tool box and then pick up the toolbox and carry it over the Start/Finish line. The last hammer must be supported only by the toolbox when the rider crosses the finish line and not in the rider’s hand.
Teams

Rider 4 rides to the changeover end, dismounts and picks up a hammer and remounts. They drop the hammer in the tool box and then pick up the toolbox and carry it over the Start/Finish line. The last hammer must be supported only by the toolbox when the rider crosses the finish line and not in the rider’s hand.



	Reason for Change Request:

	Clarify that the hammer is to be placed in the box before picking up the box.
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