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	Name:
	Nicole Thomas
	 
	Country:
	Wales


Type of Change

	Clarify understanding of existing rule
	X
	Major change to existing rule
	

	Minor enhancement
	
	Major new concept
	

	Minor change to existing rule
	
	
	


Effective Date

	Immediate
	
	Next calendar year
	X


	Summary of Change Requested:

	Allow the referee to stop a race if there is a perceived danger from a loose pony, without detriment to the rider who lost the pony. 


	Current Rule Book Wording:

	 CR12.6. If the referee decides that a team, pair or individual has been severely hindered by an obstruction the referee will decide whether to rerun the race. 

If the race is rerun after a stoppage any teams, pairs or individuals responsible for an obstruction offence will not take part in the rerun and will score no points unless they committed the offence whilst attempting to avoid an obstruction caused by another team, pair or individual.


	Suggested New Rule Book Wording:

	If a referee stops a race because of perceived danger from a loose pony (which hasn't yet caused an obstruction) the team/pair/rider may take part in the rerun. The team/pair may change the order of the riders and/or ponies for the rerun.


	Reason for Change Request:

	If a referee stops a race because of perceived danger from a loose pony (which hasn't yet caused an obstruction) it is unclear whether the team/pair/rider can take part in the rerun, as their horse has not actually obstructed anyone, but the decision to stop the race was made to prevent an accident from occurring. It is a frequent occurrence that a loose pony will gallop around and across the arena and might possibly cause a severe accident if it suddenly runs in front of other riders coming down the arena at full speed.  Currently it seems to be up to the referee whether they allow the team/pair/rider to take part and score in the re-run. Current wording in CR12 does not cover when a referee has stopped the race to prevent a collision.
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	Result:
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